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You can tune  in on th e  Inte rne t on w w w .colle ge -of-piping.co.uk /h tm l/radio.h tm

Th e  Royal Ne w  Z e aland Pipe  Band As s ociation (RNZ PBA) Sum m e r Sch ool is  run at th e  s tart of January e ach  ye ar in 

Ch ris tch urch . It attracts  ove r tw o h undre d s tude nts  of all age s  and le ve ls  of e xpe rie nce  e age r to le arn from  th e  h igh  q uality tutors  

available . Th is  ye ar th e  principal piping and drum m ing tutors  w e re  again Jack  Le e  and J. Re id Maxw e ll from  th e  Sim on Fras e r 

Unive rs ity Pipe  Band, Vancouve r. Jack  Le e  w as  s upporte d by piping tutors  from  all ove r Ne w  Z e aland as  w e ll as  Andy Roach  

from  Aus tralia. Th e  Sum m e r Sch ool paid tribute  to th e  late  Donald MacLe od by us ing th e  w e e k  to focus  on le arning a re pe rtoire  

of Donald MacLe od com pos itions . Each  s tude nt w as  provide d w ith  a book  of around th irty s uch  com pos itions . 

On th e  Saturday nigh t pre ce ding th e  s um m e r s ch ool th e  tutors  put on a conce rt at th e  Cale donian Socie ty H all in Ch ris tch urch . It 

w as  a m as te rful dis play of th e  tutors ’ tale nt and abilitie s  and w as  e nte rtaining from  s tart to finis h . Th e  acts   include d a q uarte t of 

pipe rs  from  th e  Manaw atu Scottis h  Pipe  Band, a m ini band from  Dale w ool Auck land and Dis tricts  Pipe  Band, s olo pe rform ance s  

from  Jack  Le e  and J. Re id Maxw e ll, a drum  corp m ade  up of all th e  tutors , and conclude d w ith  a m as s e d band form e d by all th e  

pe rform e rs . Th e  pe rform e rs  playe d m ainly Donald MacLe od com pos itions  th at w e re  to be  taugh t at th e  s um m e r s ch ool. Th e  

h igh ligh t of th e  nigh t for m e  w as  lis te ning to Jack  Le e  play th e  Donald MacLe od Piobaire ach d "Th e  Fie ld of Gold", a ve ry m us ical 

tune .  

Th e  s um m e r s ch ool clas s e s  w e re  run at Ch ris tch urch  Boys  H igh  Sch ool. Th e  m ajority of th e  participants  s taye d at Adam 's  

H ous e , w h ich  is  a boarding colle ge  affiliate d w ith  th e  h igh  s ch ool. Th e  s ch ool day ran m uch  lik e  a norm al s e condary s ch ool day 

in Aus tralia. Eve ryone  gath e re d at th e  m ain h all at 8:30am  until th e  tutors  arrive d at 9 :00am . Th e n th e  drum m e rs  w ould le ave  

w ith  J. Re id Maxw e ll and h e ad off to th e ir de s ignate d s e ction of th e  s ch ool. Th e  pipe rs  s taye d in th e  m ain h all w ith  Jack  Le e  for a 

h alf h our s e s s ion on th e  canntaire ach d of "Th e  Fie ld of Gold." Jack  Le e  w ould s ing th e  tune  to th e  group and th e n w e  w ould s ing 



it back  to h im . Th e n at 9 :30am  w e  w ould go for our firs t s e s s ion w ith  a tutor. Th is  w as  a double  s e s s ion and e nde d w ith  m orning 

te a. Th e n w e  w ould h ave  tw o m ore  s e s s ions  afte r m orning te a and be fore  lunch . Afte r lunch  w e  w ould pick  an e le ctive  w ork s h op 

to atte nd or h ave  s olo le s s ons  w ith  th e  tutors  w h o w e re  not running th e  w ork s h ops . Th e n afte r one  m ore  tutorial s e s s ion th e  day 

e nde d w ith  a m as s e d band. Th e re  w e re  als o nigh t s e s s ions  run by Jack  Le e  at th e  colle ge  from  7:30pm -9 :30pm .

Th e  w ork s h ops  th at w e  could atte nd in th e  afte rnoon w e re  focus e d acros s  th re e  m ain dis cipline s ; th e  s olo com pe titor, th e  band 

pipe r, and piobaire ach d. Th e re  w e re  w ork s h ops  to do w ith  th e  tuning of th e  bagpipe  and th e  pre s e ntation of th e  s olo com pe titor. 

Th e re  w e re  als o w ork s h ops  run on band le ade rs h ip and band m e dle y s e le ction. Th e  th ird s tre am  of w ork s h ops  w as  on 

piobaire ach d, w ith  clas s e s  running for all le ve ls  of piobaire ach d playe r and cove ring piobaire ach d th e ory, both  NZ  and UK s ilve r 

and gold m e dal piobaire ach ds , and piobaire ach d te ch niq ue . I atte nde d a w ork s h op run by Rich ard W ils on on th e  Silve r/Gold 

Me dal Piobaire ach ds  for th e  NZ  s olo com pe titions . Th e  tune s  th at w e  e xam ine d w e re  Sir Jam e s  MacDonald of th e  Is le s ' 

Lam e nt, Th e  Gle n is  M ine , and th e  Fie ld of Gold. Anoth e r w ork s h op I atte nde d w as  run by Jack  Le e . In th is  w ork s h op I w as  

luck y e nough  to be  th e  only pe rs on atte nding s o for an h our I h ad a s olo le s s on w ith  Jack  Le e  on th e  tw o piobaire ach ds  

Corrie ne s s an's  Salute  and Th e  Little  Spre e . Both  w ork s h ops  on Piobaire ach d th at I atte nde d w e re  h uge ly be ne ficial and 

th orough ly e njoyable  and inform ative . 

Anoth e r w ork s h op th at I atte nde d w as  run by Martin Fre w e n (Auck land and Dis tricts ), Murray Mans fie ld (Manaw atu Scottis h  

Pipe  Band), and David W illm ot (Th e  Cante rbury Cale donian Socie ty Pipe  Band) and w as  on pipe  band Me dle y Se le ction. It w as  

am az ing lis te ning to th e s e  th re e  dis cus s  h ow  th e y go about pick ing m e dle ys  for th e ir pipe  bands  and w h at th e y look  for in 

m e dle ys  w h e n lis te ning and judging oth e r pipe  bands . 

Th e  e ve ning s e s s ions  run by Jack  Le e  w e re  on th e  topics  of m us ical e xpre s s ion and e ns e m ble  w h ile  anoth e r e ve ning s e s s ion 

w as  run by Gre g W ils on on re e d m anipulation. Gre g W ils on took  us  th rough  w h at to look  for in a re e d and h ow  to m anipulate  it 

to s uit your pe rform ance . Jack  Le e ’s  s e s s ion on m us ical e xpre s s ion taugh t us  h ow  h e  goe s  about inte rpre ting h is  tune s  for s olo 

com pe tition, including h is  m agic form ula for com pe tition 2/4 m arch e s  in w h ich  h e  s tre s s e s  th e  firs t be at note  in th e  1s t, 3rd, 5th , 

7th  and 8th  bars  to give  th e  tune  a little  m ore  m us icality. H e  applie s  th is  form ula to e ve ry 2/4 m arch  th at h e  com e s  acros s . H e  

als o de m ons trate d h ow  2/4 m arch e s  are  w ritte n in ph ras e s  by s inging th e  s e parate  ph ras e s  in a q ue s tion and ans w e r e xam ple . 

H e  als o e xplaine d th at th e  com m on pe rce ption of playing s trath s pe ys  as  s trong, w e ak , m e dium , w e ak  (SW MW ) m ay not be  

corre ct as  h e  is  ye t to find a s trath s pe y th at fits  th at build e ntire ly. Ins te ad h e  lis te ns  to th e  flow  of th e  tune  and plays  accordingly. 

Jack  s aid th at s om e  s trath s pe ys  th at h e  lis te ns  to playe d on th e  fiddle  firs t to ge t th e  w ay of th e  tune  be fore  trying to play th e m  

on th e  pipe . W ith  re e ls  Jack  inte rpre ts  th e  tune s  and s tre s s e s  th e  be atings  w h e re  appropriate . H e  m ade  it cle ar th at th e re  are  

diffe re nt w ays  of playing re e ls . Som e  Iris h  re e ls  are  com ple te ly round w h ile  th e  Scottis h  re e ls  are  m ore  pointe d. H e  s aid th at th e  

Iris h  inve nte d th e  re e ls , but th e  Scots  took  th e  re e l and m odifie d it. 

Jack ’s  ne xt s e s s ion w as  on e ns e m ble . Th is  w as  an am az ing s e s s ion. Jack  and J. Re id Maxw e ll ran th is  s e s s ion toge th e r and 

e nligh te ne d us  onto h ow  th e y s e t up th e  Sim on Fras e r Unive rs ity Pipe  Band (SFUPB). Th e  s h e e r am ount of w ork  th at goe s  into 

pe rfe cting th e  s ound of SFUPB w as  im pre s s ive  and it is  unde rs tandable  w h y th e y h ave  be e n one  of th e  w orld’s  be s t bands  ove r 

th e  las t fifte e n ye ars . At one  s tage  during th e  s e s s ion s om e one  as k e d J. Re id Maxw e ll if playing s e ve n te nors  w as  ove rdoing it. 

H e  s aid th at h e  h as  s e ve n te nor drum m e rs  but no m ore  th an tw o of th e m  are  h itting th e  drum  at th e  s am e  tim e . To w h ich  th is  

pe rs on s aid,  “ I th ough t you guys  w e re  m e ant to be  good?”  To w h ich  Re id re plie d,  “Each  te nor drum  is  tune d to a diffe re nt note  

on th e  ch ante r, s o th e y only h it th e  drum  to com ple m e nt th e  s pe cific note  on th e  ch ante r.”  Th is  is  an e xam ple  of th e  k ind of 

pe rfe ction th at th e  SFUPB s e e k  w h e n s e tting up th e  band. 

During th e  s um m e r s ch ool w e  w e re  s plit up into piping groups  of about e igh t or nine  pipe rs  all w ith  s im ilar abilitie s . W e  w ould 

atte nd th e  clas s e s  in th e s e  groups , th e  goal be ing th at at th e  e nd of th e  s um m e r s ch ool e ach  group w ould provide  an act in th e  

s tude nts ’ conce rt w h ich  w as  run on th e  Th urs day nigh t. For our act w e  de cide d to play a m e dle y cons is ting of an MSR into a Jig 

and H ornpipe . W e  w ork e d on s e le cting our tune s  w ith  Jack  Le e  and ch os e  to play Donald MacLe llan of Roth e s ay, Sus an 

MacLe od, Fiona MacLe od, Th e  Old W om an’s  Dance , and finally Cros s ing th e  M inch . W ith  Jack  w e  de cide d to m ak e  th e  fourth  

m e as ure  of Fiona MacLe od and th e  firs t tw o m e as ure s  of Cros s ing th e  M inch  into a jig tim e  link ing tune . Th is  w ork e d w e ll as  

e ach  tune  ran into th e  oth e r s e am le s s ly. Th e  conce rt w as  a h uge  s ucce s s . Th e  audie nce  w as  full of th e  pare nts  of th e  

s tude nts  at th e  s um m e r s ch ool and all w e re  tre ate d to a ve ry e njoyable  nigh t. 
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